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SECRET AMMAN 3969 

EXDIS 
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TAGS: PFOR,MASS,IO, US, SA 

SUBJECT: JORDAN AIR DEFENSE- JORDANIAN COMMUNIQUE 
REF: STATE 187488 

1 . KING WAS IN TOUCH WITH ME TODAY ON ANOTHER MATTER. I TOOK 
THE OCCASION TO REINFORCE WITH HIM THE FACT THAT WE WERE IN 
TOUCH WITH SAUDIS ABOUT PAYMENT TERMS AND THAT IT WAS A DELICATE 
QUESTION AND WE WERE CONVINCED THAT ANY PREMATURE ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM HERE WOULD COMPLICATE THE PROBLEM. 

2. KING REPLIED YOU CAN REST ASSURED THAT AM STILL HOLDING 

ON THE COMMUNIQUE. HE SEEMED SOMEWHAT MORE RELAXED THAT HE 
WAS THE OTHER NIGHT (AMMAN 3935), AND FROM TONE OF HIS REACTION 
IT NOW APPEARS THAT HE IS PREPARED TO HOLD FOR SOME TIME. 

PICKERING 


SECRET 
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